
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District 
 
  
Your Project Title: 17th Annual Cedar Fairmount Summer Festival 

Your Project Summary: The Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District will host it's 17th Annual 

Summer Festival. It is a free, family, friendly, event with an emphasis on the talented artists and musicians 

in the greater Cleveland area. The festival offers something for all age groups. There will be an arts and 

craft sale, live music, local book authors, and an historical tour. Exhibitors include: Artists, Cleveland Art 

Museum, MOCA, Cleveland Metro Parks, Cleveland APL, and Cleveland Natural History Museum 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The application meets the funding criteria. The applicant clearly articulates its connection to and 

engagement with the community and commitment to public accessibility. The event planning team is 

qualified to execute the program successfully and duties are well matched to volunteer skill sets. This 

proposal would have been further strengthened by including more information about the individual artists 

participating in the festival. I did wonder what artists are paying for booth space. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Cedar Fairmount Summer Festival is a great idea for uniting the greater Cleveland 

community. Infusing the arts, family fun, history, education into the day's activities makes this venture 

worthwhile. The applicant's organizational capacity seems sound and I feel confident that the festival will 

indeed happen. I was hoping to hear how the Cedar Fairmount Summer Festival is different from other 

festivals happening in the community. What are the names of the musicians that make this festival a "must 

go to" festival? My thoughts are that this festival is great and beautiful, but what about this is going to make 

a huge public benefit unlike any other festival? 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application focuses well on public benefit - showing that it works with the community, 

building meaningful relationships and community partners, and runs a program that engages the public. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The public value of this project is clear. What was lacking were concrete goals with associated 

measures for success. The assessment of whether or not goals were reached read like a plan of action 

more than a means of measurement. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Seems like a pretty stellar planning committee with lots of big names in important positions. I 

wonder about the community effort, however. Seems like there are not of community based organizations 

with names at the table. While I feel they are invested in marketing, it may be a case of working smarter to 

also include community-led groups at the big planning table. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

